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with doubts. Practical Socialism could only be
established by means of the dictatorship of one Doubt and
class: and it followed that the Soviet Union mistmst
was a dictatorship after all But since I am a
writer, and that because I must be, I am driven
from within to give unrestricted expression to
what I feel, think, see, and experience, regard-
less of individuals, class, party, or Ideology.
And so, despite my personal leanings, I was
mistrustful of Moscow. True, the Soviet Union
had drawn up a free and democratic constitu-
tion, yet I had heard from credible sources that
In practice this freedom had been badly dis-
torted, and my doubts were confirmed by a
little book of Andre GIde's which appeared
just before my departure.

So I arrived at the Soviet frontier sympa-
thetic.,  curious,  and doubting.  The honours
with which I was received In Moscow served to
increase   my   uncertainty.    Good   friends   of
mine, and, moreover, quite intelligent indivi-
duals, had had their judgment clouded by the First impres
effusiveness  of the  German Fascists,  and  I pptraSn
wondered whether for me, too, the appearance v ages
of men and things was not being distorted by
personal vanity. Then, again, I told myself, I